BLASTING GELATINE, BALLISTITE AND
PROGRESSIVE-POWDER

matical precision in equal concentric layers (at a rate of com-
bustion, we must not forget, that varied with the pressure) was
regarded at the time as a highly sensational event, and indeed the
first reports regarding it were received with a certain scepticism in
professional circles. Such amazement was not lessened when it
was learned that the new combination could be pressed between
steam-heated rollers and, when heated, could be moulded into
cords or tubes, etc.

As has already been indicated, blasting gelatine was the starting
point of this discovery. In the records of Nobel's Paris laboratory,
we find as early as the I5th April, 1879, a list of certain powder
compounds containing both nitro-glycerine and nitro-cellulose, the
latter consisting both of the so-called " insoluble " type (i.e.
guncotton) and of the " soluble" type, (i.e. collodion cotton).
Some of these compounds are given below:

I.       i partn. (=; nitre)

8 parts nitro-glycerine.

5 parts " coton Abel" (guncotton).

i part nitro-benzin

15 parts.

2        i part nitro-benzin.
4 parts nitro-glycerine.
2.5 parts soluble nitro-cellulose

7.5 parts.

It would appear that these compounds did not give satisfactory
results, for Nobel's next experiments were carried out on qiiite
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